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Top: Even scuba tanks enjoy a glorious Similan Sunset. Isabelle Dechamps.

Bottom L-R: A diver poses on a recently placed geometrically shaped artificial reef. Philip Lineker. Baffish at Koh Bon. Philip Lineker.

The Similans provide numerous opportunities for macro and critter enthusiasts alike. Philip Lineker.
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he island of Phuket, off the
western coast of southern
Thailand has on offer a number
of liveaboard vessels that simply

must be categorised as

economically priced, that is, the onboard
comforts have no visions of grandeur but

they certainly seem to satisfy, a point
proven by the droves of repeat
customers year after year. A good point
to remember is that an affordable
service does not necessarily translate to
a low level of care and attention, or
indeed for that matter, safety. The
majority of boats carry a variety of

modern navigational instrumentation and

adequate supplies should emergency
sifuations arise.

One particular operator — the only one
on the beach road running the length of
Patong Beach — Scuba Cat Diving, has

steadily grown over the years and now

proudly displays the banners of a PADI 5

star CDC Center and Go Eco Operator,
plus International Association of
Handicapped Divers and Reef Check
Center decals. Their goal, which they
readily achieve is to provide a
specialized quality service in relaxed
and friendly surroundings and to ensure
their guests get the most out of their
holiday all year round, no matter what
diving experience they have.

The company owns and operates four
diving vessels which are all individually
kitted out for day trips or liveaboard
excursions depending on their intended
purpose. Of the liveaboards, MV
Scubacat is based in the Similans
throughout the high season between
October and April. A transfer service
runs to and from the mainland on a

regular basis; the boat is a great way
to dive the Similans as you can come
and go as you choose and it has the

largest dive deck in Thai waters!

However, heading the liveaboard fleet
is MV Scuba Adventure, which
embarks on regular multi-day
liveaboard excursions of varying
durations and destinations around the
Andaman Sea. She follows well
established routes, firstly around the
southern sites in the Mu Koh Lanta
Marine National Park with large
pelagics off steep walls and dropoffs
around the two blue water sites of Hin
Daeng and Mouang; the caves and
reefs fringing the Koh Ha Yai group
and the Phi Phi Islands, both rich with
varied marine life, are a superb
contrast. The second route heads
northwest of Phuket to the opposing

> Services, standards and levels of comfort available on dive liveaboards vary from boat to

boat and between countries; those falling in what’s considered to be the low-price bracket in

one place could well be regarded as highly priced in another.
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Up close and personal with a green sea
turtle on the reefs around Koh Tachai.
Philip Lineker

coastlines of Mu Koh Similan and the
fringing reefs of Surin Marine National
Parks, including the manta ray magnet of
Koh Bon and the picturesque coral
gardens at Koh Tachai; not forgetting the
now legendary Richelieu Rock, with its
minute marine organisms frequently
shadowed by whale sharks, shovel-nose

functional salon where you can catch
a movie and a photographer
workstation. The cabins are divided
between this and the lower deck. The
dive deck is both accommodating and
functional and a good feature for
‘techies’ and photographers is there's
a separate rinse tank reserved for

The Rock features highly on photographers’

wide angle and macro enthusiasts alike.

rays and a host of open ocean visitors.
The Rock now features highly on
photographers’ ‘must do” lists, with its
range of subjects for wide angle and
macro enthusiasts alike. An
amalgamation of both these routes is also
available.

The boat is a comfortable 23 metre vessel
with 5 twin cabins and two double
cabins, all with individually controlled air-
conditioning. Though there’s plenty of
room for up to 14 guests, Scubacat’s
policy is to accommodate a maximum of
12. All the comfort and fun takes place
over three decks, the upper, or ‘Party
Deck’ is reserved for dining and relaxing
such as listening to music, reading, or
discussing past and future dives with your
buddies and has sunny and shaded

areas. The middle deck features a

cameras and dive computers.

Meals on board follow a similar
pattern; in that the day’s diving and a
night's sleep are both juggled around
them! The day starts with a light
breakfast followed by a refreshing
plunge, after which a full breakfast is
served. More diving precedes a lunch
of a selection of Thai and western hot
dishes followed by more underwater
excursions and finally an evening
meal of either tasty local or European
fare. Intending guests can easily avoid
any awkward fuss by enquiring about
meal types or simply informing the
guys at Scubacat of any special
dietary considerations prior to
booking, such as vegetarian, vegan,
ingredients that trigger allergy’s or
meals disallowed by religion.
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Digital Adventures
One available service that's
both educational and great
| ajill fun is the selection of
Isaba@ Decha(npi underwater photography

B i courses run under the
watchful eye of onboard professional photographer Cedric
Saveuse in a variety of languages. No matter what the
student’s experience level is, even a non-photographer
without a camera, Cedric will be able to either better it, or
introduce a new diversity of skills altogether. He also can
provide the equipment to do sol!
Courses can either follow standard outlines including the
two-dive PADI Underwater Digital Photographer Specialty,
which is packaged with a manual and certification, or
there’s a range of courses authored by Cedric himself. His
Practical Photography Course, for instance, does exactly
what it says on the packet — it runs for the duration of the
trip and is accompanied by an in-depth manual. There are
valuable tips on equipment use and maintenance, focusing
modes and selection scenarios, wide angle and macro
techniques and image editing — all of which are supported
with training dives and loads of practical opportunities to
master the newly acquired skills.
Evenings are spent at the workstation accessing the day’s
efforts along with constructive comments and input. Lastly
an assignment is set for the next day, taking into account
the dive sites and their particular subjects.

E

47

Snacks are also complimentary throughout the trips
and include fruit, cakes and cookies, as are free-
flowing hot drinks including tea, coffee and drinking
chocolate. Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages, and
for those with a sweet tooth, chocolates, are all
available but not included in the trip price!

Those divers only recently certified need not worry
about finding themselves in situations that they feel
uncomfortable with such as strong currents, deep, or
night dives as the experienced dive crew specialises
in paying attention both audibly and visibly to the
divers performance level and basing their diving
experiences on what they’ll enjoy the most.

Sarasin

Liveaboard trips are a i
great place fo continue
diver education and
Scuba Adventure is no ot v
exception; a selection of o
training materials are
carried onboard and
instruction is available in
a variety of languages.
And what an ideal place
to continue diver
education, and open up
more doors to the
underwater world; ones
that can be put to good
use, immediately! e e 7 e
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> LINK: www.patong-beach.com

divetheblue.net




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [850.394 992.126]
>> setpagedevice


