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In the last decade, the
wobbegong shark family has
expanded with five new

species described from
Australia and one from
Indonesia, doubling the known
species from six to twelve. But
other undescribed species of
these colourful sharks are
thought to exist and divers can
help to sort out the wobbegong

family tree with images and
information.

Wobbegongs are bottom
dwelling sharks with shaggy
beards, camouflaged skin
patterns and a very cryptic
nature. They are the ultimate
ambush predators – armed with
a mouthful of sharp dagger-like
teeth.

Until several years ago only
six species of wobbegongs
were known to science, five
Australian species -spotted
wobbegong (Orectolobus

maculatus), ornate wobbegong
(O. ornatus), northern
wobbegong (O. wardi), tasselled
wobbegong (Eucrossorhinus
dasypogon) and cobbler
wobbegong (Sutorectus
tentaculatus) - and one species
from overseas - Japanese
wobbegong (O. japonicus). But
in 2006 the family got a shake
up with two new species added
to that list.

The first was the banded
wobbegong (O. halei), which
was long thought to be the
adult form of the ornate

wobbegong, but a study
by Charlie Huveneers
(while doing a PhD at
Macquarie University)
identified them as two
separate species.
Meanwhile the western
wobbegong (O.
hutchinsi), found only in
southern Western
Australia and long known
as a valid species, was
finally described by Peter

Last (CSIRO), Leonard
Compagno (Iziko Museum of
Cape Town) and Justin Chidlow
(Western Australian
Department of Fisheries).

Justin’s research on Western
Australian wobbegongs also
saw the discovery of two other
species in the southern waters
of the state, the floral banded
wobbegong (O. floridus) and
dwarf spotted wobbegong (O.
parvimaculatus), both of which
were described in 2008. The
distribution of the former is
documented as Augusta north
to Geraldton and the latter is
known from Mandurah north to
Shark Bay. As the name
suggests the floral banded
wobbegong has a distinctive
flower-like skin pattern and has
so far only been captured in
deep water, 42-85m, while the
dwarf spotted wobbegong has a
skin pattern similar to the
larger spotted wobbegong (with

which it could easily be
confused), but is less than a
metre long and is known from
shallow to deep waters (9-
135m). Divers have no doubt
come in contact with these new
wobbegong species, but as yet
no underwater images of these
sharks have surfaced.

The northern wobbegong is
Australia’s smallest and least
known species, found in
tropical waters off Western
Australia and a few island
localities off the Northern
Territory (Melville I), Cape York
(Thursday Island) and possibly
Papua New Guinea and
Indonesia. Ongoing research by
Peter Last, John Pogonoski,
Charlie Huveneers and
Shannon Corrigan has found
that there are at least three
colour variations being called
the northern wobbegong, one
of which was recently described
as a separate species. The
network wobbegong (O.
reticulatus) is known from
Darwin to Broome, but only a
handful of these sharks have
so far been found. Additional
colour forms of the northern
wobbegong have been
identified from other localities
including Shark Bay and the
Monte Bello Islands (WA),
Ashmore Reef off northern WA
and the Torres Strait / Cape
York region (Qld).

2010 has also been a busy

year for the wobbegong family
with another member added
from Indonesian waters. Peter
Last, John Pogonoski and
William White (CSIRO, Hobart)
described the Indonesian
wobbegong (O. leptolineatus)
which is found off Bali and
Lombok, and possibly through
to West Papua. This uncommon
shark has only occasionally
been seen by divers. There is a
possibility that other
undescribed wobbegongs may
also be found in Indonesia or
surrounding Southeast Asian
waters.

The abovementioned
researchers are still working on
these potential new species
and are interested in any
images that divers have taken
of wobbegongs from tropical
Australia or South-East Asia. If
you have images of
wobbegongs that you cannot
identify or images you think
may be of interest to
researchers, please send them
to me at
nigel@nigelmarshphotography.c
om and I will pass them on to
the researchers or email them
directly to
john.pogonoski@csiro.au 

With any luck Australia’s
unique shark fauna will
continue to thrive and we can
better understand the iconic
Aussie shark family – the
‘wobbies’.

THE WOBBEGONG FAMILY GROWS AGAIN

Northern wobbegong at the Mackerel Islands, Western Australia (image by Nigel
Marsh)

Dwarf spotted wobbegong (copyright © CSIRO).

Network wobbegong (copyright © CSIRO).
Shark Bay northern wobbegong (copyright © CSIRO).

Indonesian wobbegong (copyright © CSIRO).

Floral banded wobbegong (copyright © CSIRO).



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [850.394 992.126]
>> setpagedevice


